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God has not forgotten the Jewish people, and neither have we.
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By Dr. Gary Hedrick

One of the best-kept secrets in Christendom is the fact that
someday, every believer who ever lived will be resurrected
and live again on Planet Earth.

Moses, David, Solomon, Elijah, and every other Old Testa-
ment saint will be here, along with the disciples, the Apos-
tle Paul, and all the rest of God’s people from all periods
of history.

Now I realize that this sounds like a radical idea to some
people. Many of us have been conditioned to think that
when we die, our bodies go into the ground and our spirits
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float away to a place somewhere in the clouds where we
spend eternity in white gowns, strumming on harps, and
singing hymns.

Does that sound boring to you? If so, you'll be glad to know
that while it’s partly true, it’s really not the whole story.
According to Scripture, Paradise will be restored right here
on earth—and it’s going to be a busy place for at least a
thousand years!

This is precisely why our physical bodies will be resurrected
and glorified when the Lord returns (see 1 Thessalonians



4:16-18). If our ultimate destiny was to
float around in some unearthly, disem-
bodied state for all eternity, we would
have no need for physical bodies!

Of course, we know there’s no “heaven
on earth” right now, while this world
system is under the dominion of the
Prince of Darkness (see Ephesians 2:1-
3). Believers who die during this age go
directly into the presence of the Lord (see
2 Corinthians 5:6-8) while their bodies
“sleep” in the grave, awaiting the resur-
rection (see 1 Corinthians 15:51, 1 Thes-

2:12). Some interpreters (and I am
among them) believe the Parable of the
Talents teaches that a believer’s posi-
tion (or level of authority) during the
Millennium will depend on how faithful
he was during his lifetime (see Matthew
25:14-29). This means that a faithful
believer no one heard about during
this current age could rule over mil-
lions in the next age. And conversely,
some high-profile individuals (includ-
ing some preachers), who enjoy great
fame and notoriety in this age, might
be street sweepers in the next!
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salonians 4:14). But later, at the Second
Coming, the Lord comes to this world
and sets up His Kingdom (see Psalm 2).
And when that time comes, we will rule
with Him (see Revelation 20:6).

It 1s clear, then, that believers in the
Lord Jesus have a very exciting and
meaningful earthly destiny. And it will
be far from boring! We will rule over
this world as stewards and represen-
tatives of the Messiah (see 2 Timothy
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During this future Golden Age of world
history, it will be our privilege to join
the Lord Jesus in righting the wrongs
in this world, and restoring things to
the way they were originally meant to
be before the great Rebellion.

Paradise Lost—and
Regained

Before Adam’s Fall in the Garden of Eden,
the earth was pristine and uncorrupted.
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Adam and Eve lived in a state of inno-
cence. But when they sinned, every-
thing changed. Humanity and nature
were twisted into a sad and tragic dis-
tortion of what they were originally cre-
ated to be.

Ever since that time, Planet Earth has
been under the dominion of the Ewvil
One—struggling under the curse that
resulted from the Fall. But this is a
temporary state of affairs. Someday the
earth will be redeemed from the effects
of sin, just like we will be.

OF JESUS CHRIST

long? Personally, I don’t think so. There
are instances in Scripture where large
numbers like this were rounded off and
used simply to designate a very, very
long period of time (e.g., Psalms 90:4,
105:8). Nonetheless, I see no compel-
ling reason in this context to assume
that the earthly kingdom isn’t at least
a thousand literal years in duration.

Actually, speaking of the Millennium’s
duration, there is a sense in which it
will never end (see Isaiah 9:7). At the
close of the Millennium, there will be an

It’s almost like a Christianized form
of Gnosticism, and it’'s wrong. There’s
nothing essentially evil about the phys-
ical universe. In fact, after God created
this world, He pronounced it “very good”
(see Genesis 1:31). God could never cre-
ate anything bad or evil. It would contra-
dict His very nature. So there’s nothing
inherently bad or evil about the physical
world. It has merely been corrupted by
mankind’s rebellion against God.

The Millennium (which Isaiah 65:17 de-
scribes as a “new heavens and a new
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The Apostle Paul discusses this aspect
of redemption in Romans 8. He says
that the Creation “groans” under the
downward pressure of the Adamic
curse (see Verses 18-20). But he goes
on to explain that a time is coming
when the world will be liberated from
the curse (see Verses 21-25). In another
place, Peter describes this liberation of
the Creation as a time of “restoration”
(the older King James Version has
“restitution”)—when the earth will be
returned to its former, unfallen condi-
tion (see Acts 3:19-21).

In Revelation, John talks about this
future age and tells us that it will last
for a thousand years (see Rev. 20:1-3).
That’s why theologians call it the Mil-
lennium (from a Latin term meaning
“thousand years”). Does this mean the
Kingdom has to be exactly 1,000 years
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S

immediate transition into the Eternal
State—which is merely an extension of
the King’s temporal reign into timeless
eternity, when references to numbers
of years will be meaningless.

During the Millennium, the world will
be much like it was before the Fall. It
won’t be absolutely perfect (some peo-
ple will die during the Millennium and
there will be one, final uprising against
God’s government at the end, according
to Revelation 20:7-8)—but then neither
was the Garden of Eden. Even in Eden,
danger lurked around the corner for
Adam and Eve (see Genesis 3:1). None-
theless, most of the effects of the Fall will
be reversed during the Millennium.

Some believers have fallen into an error
that implies that there’s something in-
herently evil about this physical world.

© BlueLetterBible.com

earth”) will be a transitional period be-
tween this current fallen world and the
Eternal State that will usher in the ulti-
mate New Heavens and New Earth, ac-
cording to Revelation 21:1 (see chart).

Let’s look at some key aspects of millen-
nial life on earth. There are some things
we don’t know, of course; but the Bible
provides numerous details that give us
a reasonably good idea about what the
earthly Kingdom of the Messiah will
be like.

Agriculture

Adam was the first farmer. When he
disobeyed God, something awful hap-
pened to the world. Everything went
into a downward spiral. Virtually over-
night, working the ground and tending
the Garden went from being a delight
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to being a drudgery and obligation.
The work became much more difficult
because of decreased fertility and the
introduction of thorns and weeds to the
ground (see Genesis 3:18).

Agriculture during the Millennium will
be restored to the way it was when
Adam and Eve lived and worked in
their earthly Paradise. The Old Tes-
tament prophets associated the pour-
ing out of God’s Spirit with the coming
of the Messiah and His restoration
of agricultural blessing and fertility
(see Isaiah 32:15, Joel 2:21-27). This
may seem a bit quaint to some people,
but we should never forget that farm-
ers feed us! Every time we sit down to
eat a meal, somewhere in the world a
farmer put that food on our table. Dur-
ing the Tribulation, when food produc-
tion and distribution will be disrupted,
multitudes will perish from starvation
(see Revelation 6:5-6). But during the
Millennium, the ground will yield an
abundance of crops unknown since the
Garden of Eden. No one in the world
will ever have to go hungry again.

Environment

The way the environment has been
abused by mankind—especially in the
last century or so—is nothing short of
scandalous. Many of the world’s water-
ways are so polluted, people become ill
if they try to drink the water. Facto-
ries are often built near rivers because

-
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it’s considered a convenient place to
dump industrial waste and toxic byprod-
ucts—never mind who may suffer down-
stream. Sometimes people dump toxic
waste into the ground and it seeps into
the water table which, in turn, poisons
people’s wells and community water
supplies. This has become a major prob-
lem worldwide.

Air pollution is also a problem—espe-
cially in sprawling cities like Beijing,
London, Los Angeles, Mexico City, Cal-
cutta, and many others worldwide.

It is clear that man has not been a good
steward of the earth. But all of this will
change during the Millennium. Zion
(Israel) and the rest of the world will be
under new management! Isaiah says,
“Forthe LORD will comfort Zion, He will
comfort all her waste places; He will
make her wilderness like Eden, And her
desert like the garden of the LORD;
Joy and gladness will be found in it,
Thanksgiving and the voice of melody”
(Isa. 51:3).

Zoology

Isaiah makes some rather striking
statements about the transformation
of the animal kingdom during the Mil-
lennium. One of these passages is found
in the eleventh chapter:

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
The leopard shall lie down with the
young goat, The calf and the young

- T

lion and the fatling together; And a lit-
tle child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze; Their young ones
shall lie down together; And the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. The nurs-
ing child shall play by the cobra’s hole,
And the weaned child shall put his
hand in the viper’s den (Isa. 11:6-8).

Now let’s stop here and talk about
something the critics of premillennial-
ism like to bring up—namely, how we
interpret poetic passages in the OT.
It is true that there are differences
between narrative prose and poetry in
the Bible—and these differences must
be taken into consideration when we
interpret these passages. It’s also true
that much of Isaiah—including this
particular passage in Chapter 11—is
written in poetic language. In fact, it
is some of the most powerful and pro-
found poetry ever written. In our Eng-
lish Bibles, the translators generally
indicate poetic passages by indenting
the paragraphs and dividing the verses
up into stanzas, with each line begin-
ning with a capitalized word, even if it
doesn’t begin a new sentence.

So the critics make the mistake of as-
suming that everything in these poetic
passages is strictly figurative and not
literal. Many times, they will look at
one of these indented paragraphs and
say, “Well, we can’t take that literally.
After all, it’s just poetry.”

However, this is just silly. It’s pure non-
sense, in fact. There are several pro-
phetic, poetic passages in Isaiah that
we can prove were meant to be taken
literally. We can prove it because some
of them have already been fulfilled—
and in retrospect, we can easily see that
they were fulfilled literally.

Isaiah 40 i1s one such passage. It is
unsurpassed in its poetic beauty. Verses
3-4 say, “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
LORD; Make straight in the desert
A highway for our God. Every valley
shall be exalted And every mountain
and hill brought low; The crooked
places shall be made straight And the
rough places smooth,”” (Notice the cap-
italized words that appear to be in the
middle of a sentence. These capitalized
words begin a stich or line of poetry.)




There are several
prophetic, poetic
passages in Isaiah
that we can prove
were meant to be
taken literally.

Does any of this sound familiar? Of
course it does; it was fulfilled in the min-
istry of the Messiah’s first-century fore-
runner, John the Baptist (see Matthew
3:3, Mark 1:3, Luke 3:4, John 1:23). So
here we have a poetic statement from
Isaiah that was fulfilled literally!

So then, is it possible that Isaiah’s
statements about changes in the mil-
lennial animal kingdom are symbolic
and not literal? Yes, of course, it is pos-
sible. However, it is also possible—
and perhaps even probable—that these
statements reflect a condition that will
be literal. That is, children will have
snakes—even snakes that were for-
mally poisonous—as pets, and won’t be
afraid of them. Wolves will hang out
with lambs. The lion will eat straw like
an ox.

Do we fully appreciate what a radical
picture the Prophet is painting here?
The lion’s adoption of a cellulose-based
diet will require a complete altera-
tion of its digestive physiology. Other
indicated changes will require simi-
lar adaptations on the part of certain

animals, carnivores in particular. It
is evident that the current food chain,
where stronger and faster predators
feed on weaker and slower prey, was
established as a result of the Fall in the
Garden of Eden. Nothing had ever died
before then. Blood had never been shed.
The Fall was Paradise Lost—Iliterally.

However, Isaiah gives us a prophetic
glimpse of a future, restored Paradise
here on earth, where the curse will
begin to be reversed. A redeemed and
glorified human race will rule and
reign over the creation like God orig-
inally intended (see Genesis 1:28-31,
Psalm 8:1-9, Romans 8:18-25, 1 Corin-
thians 15:25-28, Hebrews 2:5-8).

Business and Economics

The biblical evidence indicates that the
economic system during the millennial
Kingdom will be based on capitalism and
free enterprise. People will prosper be-
cause of their own creativity, ingenuity,
initiative, and hard work: “They shall not
build and another inhabit; They shall not
plant and another eat; For as the days of
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We understand, as you do, that while
we're here, there are no shortages of
needs that take our time and resources.
And though our intention is to remem-
ber the Lord’s work with a financial gift
someday, more immediate needs divert
our attention. To our regret, that day of
remembrance never comes, which is why
including CJF Ministries in your will is an
excellent way—without disturbing your
current priorities—to ensure that your
hard-earned assets will continue support-
ing the Lord's work even after your gone.
If you've never considered such a method
of assisting, we'd be most grateful if you'd
make it a matter of prayer. Should you
require additional information, we'd be
happy to provide helpful instructions.

Please write to

CJF Ministries, 611 Broadway
San Antonio, Texas 78215;

or visit us online at
www.cjfm.org;

or call (800) 926-5397.

MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES * JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009 5

ik



a tree, so shall be the days of My people,
And My elect shall long enjoy the work
of their hands” (Isa. 65:22).

This will be an age of unprecedented
prosperity. Poverty and unemployment
will be virtually eliminated. Just think
of the huge amounts of money industri-
alized nations are spending on military
programs, armies, and weaponry—all
of which will be unnecessary during
the Millennium. These countless qua-
drillions of dollars (formerly military
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spending) will be poured into more pro-
ductive programs for the benefit of all
humanity.

Geopolitics

In New Testament times, the known
world was, basically, the Roman Empire.
The far-flung regions of the empire
encircled the Mediterranean Sea, which
had that name because it was consid-
ered the center of the world (the Latin
mediterraneus means “middle of the
earth”). During the past 2,000 years,
the concentration of political power
has shifted from Rome to other world
centers like Moscow and Constantino-
ple, and still later to Los Angeles, New
York, Washington, London, Brussels,
Paris, Toronto, and others. Today, Rome
is considered a relatively minor player
in the world political scheme.

In the Millennium, however, the seat
of world government will be Jerusa-
lem, where the Messiah will reign from
the throne of His ancestor David (see
Isaiah 9:6-7, Micah 4:2).

Justice

Where is the justice in this world? Evil-
doers go free and innocent people suffer.
It doesn’t seem right—and it’s not!

6 MESSIANIC PERSPECTIVES * JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2009

In some cases, injustice is visited upon
entire groups or races of people rather
than merely individuals. All over this
world, masses of humanity are oppressed
by power-crazed and money-hungry des-
pots. In underdeveloped regions—like
much of Africa and parts of Central and
South America—the underclass suffers
in filth and squalor while brutal dicta-
tors and tribal leaders live like royalty.

In the Middle East, the Palestinian
people have been oppressed in horrible

ways. However, the main culprits have
not been the Israelis, but their own Pal-
estinian leaders (some of whom have
diverted massive amounts of relief funds
to their own, personal bank accounts)
and the other surrounding Arab nations.
It is very sad that many Palestinians
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live in hopeless, intolerable conditions
while the “ruling class” lives in the lap
of luxury.

It’s unfortunate that in the past, evan-
gelicals have largely left the defense
of the poor and oppressed to the lib-
eral “liberation theology” crowd.

Thankfully, this situation is changing.
The Lord is raising up Bible-believing
ministries that are addressing issues of
suffering and injustice in this world.

You can be very sure
that the Messiah will
establish justice when
He arrives, so we should
be doing what we can
now to prepare for that
day.

Education

There will be a lot to
learn during the King-
dom Age. There will
undoubtedly be a revo-
lution in the academic
disciplines—particu-
larly in history, philoso-
phy, anthropology, religion, archaeology,
earth sciences, life sciences, and others.

Take history, for instance. It is gener-
ally agreed that history is written by the
victors, who are prone to portray them-
selves as “the good guys.” The problem




with this, of course, is that the good
guys don’t always win. Sometimes
they lose, and no one ever hears their
side of the story. The so-called “Salem
witch trials” are a good example of
this phenomenon. Many historians
now agree that the popular version of
those events isn’t even remotely close
to what actually happened.

All of this will be rectified someday.
History will be rewritten, not in a mis-
leading revisionist sense, but rather
to reflect what really happened and
to demonstrate God’s guiding hand
through it all—including both good
times and bad.

Transportation

The Prophet Isaiah refers numerous
times to highways and pathways that
will unite various parts of the Mediter-
ranean world during the Millennium.
Some people will argue that these are
figures of speech that simply mean
the alienation and animosity—that
have divided peoples in that part of the
world—will be absent in that future
age. In the Hebrew text, however, some
of these passages don’t appear to be
poetic. In Isaiah 19, for example, the
Prophet says:

In that day there will be a highway
from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyr-
ian will come into Egypt and the Egyp-
tian into Assyria, and the Egyptians
will serve with the Assyrians. In that

day lIsrael will be one of three with
Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in the
midst of the land, whom the LORD
of hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed
is Egypt My people, and Assyria the
work of My hands, and Israel My inher-
itance” (vv. 23-25).

In this section, Isaiah speaks matter-
of-factly about five cities in millennial
Egypt that will adopt Hebrew as their
language (see Verse 18), the worship
of Yahweh in that land (see Verse 19),
the Lord’s deliverance of Egypt from
oppressors (see Verse 20), and other
future events that don’t appear to be
symbolic. So it’s perfectly consistent
to interpret the language about roads
and highways to mean that there will
be free and unrestricted transporta-
tion back and forth between the Middle
East nations during the Millennium—
and, very possibly, that could be via
literal highways.

And with man’s true creativity un-
leashed, along with virtually unlim-
ited resources available for research
and development, one can only imag-
ine what highway transportation will
be like during that future age. Can
you envision automobiles powered by
a fuel (like hydrogen) that are 100-per-
cent pollution free? Or maybe getting
into your car, programming it for your
destination, and then sitting back and
reading or relaxing while it drives you
there?

There is no reason to assume that there
won’t also be transportation by air,
trains, ships, and perhaps other modes
of transportation that haven’t been
invented yet. There may also be
space travel—although it’s doubtful
that man is meant to colonize other
planets (a popular theme these days
among NASA scientists). The earth
may be the only planet in the uni-
verse that is perfectly suited to sus-
tain a biosphere like ours with human
life. Psalm 115:16 says, “The heaven,
even the heavens, are the LORD’s; But
the earth He has given to the children
of men.”

But that’s not to say we cannot explore
the universe! Men have explored the
peak of Mount Everest, too, but that
doesn’t mean anybody actually wants
to live up there.

Continued on page 12

Who executes justice for the
oppressed, Who gives food to the
hungry. The LORD gives freedom

to the prisoners (Psalm 146:7).

Then you will understand
righteousness and justice, Equity
and every good path (Prov. 2:9). |

By me kings reign, And rulers
- decree justice (Prov. 8:15).

To do righteousness and justice
Is more acceptable to the LORD
than sacrifice (Prov. 21:3).

Of the increase of His government
and peace There will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and
over His kingdom, To order it and
establish it with judgment and
justice From that time forward,
even forever. The zeal of the Lord
of hosts will perform this (Isa. 9:7).

To rob the needy of justice, And to
take what is right from the poor of
My people, That widows may be
their prey, And that they may rob
the fatherless (Isa. 10:2).

Also | will make justice the
measuring line, And righteousness
the plummet; . . . (Isa. 28:17).

No one calls for justice, Nor does
any plead for fruth. They frust in
empty words and speak lies; They
conceive evil and bring forth
iniquity (Isa. 59:4).
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Why We Believe in a Pre-Trib Rapture

A look at why believers should study end-times prophecy

ayford. Chloe. Buck. In the hands of authors Tim

LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, these three are not

merely characters in a story, but real people strug-

gling to survive the assaults of the Antichrist and
a world engulfed in disaster. In the best-selling Left Behind
series, we follow the fictionalized account of those who have
been left behind on earth after the Rapture of the Church.
Readers scarcely catch their breath before the protagonists
are forced to deal with God’s judgment as it falls on man-
kind during the seven-year Tribulation period.

Firstin a
Three-Part Series

While some were riveted by the story line, others scoffed at
the series’ premise; still others dismissed the underlying the-
ology as “false doctrine,” and encouraged congregation mem-
bers to avoid the books. Seminary-trained apologists were
dispatched to answer the questions raised by those who dis-
regarded this advice.

Whatever we may conclude of the literary merits of the Left
Behind series, we believe Jenkins and LaHaye had it right
doctrinally. The day is coming when the Church will be rap-
tured or “caught up” to be with the Lord (see 1 Thessalonians

4:15-17). And not long after, there will come that great and ter-
rible period of divine judgment known as the Tribulation.

Since the first century, believers have been looking for the
Messiah’s return, and confidently anticipating the estab-
lishment of His Kingdom on earth. This topic was clearly on
the disciples’ minds when they asked the resurrected Lord,
“ .. Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
(Acts 1:6). Jesus did not dismiss their question, but instead
reminded them that the timing of such things was in God’s
hands, and they were to be focused on the tasks at hand. After
the Lord ascended, angels assured the disciples, “. . . This same
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in
like manner as you saw Him go into heavern” (Acts 1:11).

All believers agree that Jesus will one day return. But
when will He return? And when will God rain down judg-
ment upon the earth? And where, exactly, will believers be
when all this happens? Will we be spared the fury of the
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Tribulation? Or are we fated to endure the same disasters
as unsaved humanity? Such questions have fueled theo-
logical debates for centuries.

As people tire of this world—discouraged by seemingly endless
wars, inflation, disease, crime, political corruption, and natu-
ral disasters—they long for relief, for a better world where war
is no more, and where life is truly good. The Bible is replete
with references to that better world. In that great chapter of
faith, Hebrews 11, we read moving accounts of the saints who
willingly endured hardship, pain, and loss in this life because
they looked for a better, more enduring world to come. “These
all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
... But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He
has prepared a city for them” (Heb. 11:13,16).

A better day is coming for the believer. But the question
remains: When and how will all this come to be? What will

be the sequence of events leading up to this “Heaven on
Earth?”

Christians of all stripes have accepted the biblical teaching of

the Rapture—that there will come a time when believers, living

and dead, will be “caught up” and joined with the Lord in the

air. But there has been considerable debate about when that
event will occur. Will it occur before
God’s outpouring of judgment upon
the earth, which the Book of Reve-
lation describes in gruesome detail?
Or will the Rapture occur at the
end of the Tribulation, after believ-
ers and nonbelievers alike have
endured the earth-wrenching apoc-
alyptic events?

We believe that Jenkins and

LaHaye are right. The Church will

be spared from that great and ter-

rible period known as the Tribula-

tion. And in the next three issues
of Messianic Perspectives, and with the help of the Believ-
er’s Bible Commentary, we will walk through what the Bible
has to say on this important subject.

Some believers avoid the study of prophecy and end-times
events, feeling that it’s irrelevant when or how we are trans-
lated into God’s presence. For them, it is enough to know
that Jesus is coming again, and that they will eventually be
with Him. Others engage in lengthy debates, watch head-
lines, and speculate who might be the Antichrist. Their lives
are consumed with charts, dates, and theories. Both of these
theological extremes miss the mark. The Messiah’s coming
at the Rapture doesn’t just involve the future—it affects the
way we live here and now. Or, at least it should. The Believ-
er’s Bible Commentary does an excellent job of demonstrating
how our lives should be different when we live in anticipa-
tion of Messiah’s imminent return. The following is taken
from its commentary on the Rapture of the Church:



We must always remember that prophecy is not designed
to intrigue our intellect or challenge our curiosity. Its pur-
pose is to exert a transforming influence on our lives. For
believers the hope of the imminent return of [Messiah] has
practical implications of vast significance.

1. It should have a purifying influence on our lives
(1 Thess. 5:23; 1 John 3:3).

2. It should burden us to pray and work for the sal-
vation of the lost (Gen. 19:14; Ezek. 33:6; Jude
21-23).

Isn’t that a sobering thought? If the Messiah were to come to-
day, would we be ready? The Rapture is not merely a subject
for academic debate; it is the reason for us to live righteously,
to work diligently, and to proclaim the Gospel with fervor. May
we be ready and find joy at His coming! In part two of this
series, we will continue our discussion of the pre-Tribulation
Rapture—examining biblical support for, and addressing com-
mon objections to the pre-Trib view.

We'd like to express our appreciation to Thomas Nelson Publishers.
Reprinted by permission. “Believer's Bible Commentary, William MacDonald, 1995,
Thomas Nelson Inc. Nashville, Tennessee. All rights reserved.”
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3. It should encourage us to persevere in spite of
persecution and trial (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17;
1 Thess. 4:13-18).

4. It should make us reduce our holdings of material
possessions; their value declines as His coming
approaches (Lev. 25:8-10, 14-16).

5. It should constrain us to apologize to anyone we
have wronged and to make restitution where nec-
essary (Matt. 5:24; James 5:16).

6. It should inspire us to diligent service knowing that
the night is coming when no one can work (John
9:4; 1 Thess. 1:9,10a).

7. It should keep us in the attitude of expectancy
(Luke 12:36) and abiding in Him so we will not
be ashamed before Him at His coming (1 John
2:28).

8. It should make us bold to confess [Messiah] (Mark
8:38; Luke 9:26).

9. It should prove to be a comforting hope (John 14:1-
3, 28; 1 Thess. 4:18; 2 Thess. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:12).

10. It should be an encouragement to moderation, gen-
tleness, and sweet reasonableness (Phil. 4:5).

11. It should be a motive for unity and love (1 Thess.
3:12, 13).

12. It should encourage an otherworldly attitude (Col.
3:1-4).

13. It should be a reminder of coming review and reward
(Rom. 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 2 Cor. 5:10).

14. It should be used as a powerful appeal in preach-
ing the gospel (Acts 3:19-21; Rev. 3:3).

For those who are not believers, the truth of [Messiah'’s]
return should lead them to repent of their sins and make
a full commitment of their lives to Him as Lord and Savior.
Only those who are in [Messiah] will go to be with Him at
the Rapture. The rest will be left behind for judgment.

What if it were today?

The purpose of the Believer’s Bible
Commentary “is to give the average Christian
reader a basic knowledge of what the Holy
Bible is all about . . . to stimulate such a love
and taste for the Bible that the believer will
want to delve more deeply into their
inexhaustible treasures.”

The CJFM Bookstore offers the Believer’s Bible
Commentary. You may order a copy by calling
our toll-free OrderLine at (800) 926-5397,
or online at MessianicSpecialties.com.

WILLIAM
MACDONALD

v At Farsiad

A thorough, yet easy-to-read
Bible commantary that
turns complicated theology into
practical understanding
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Fruit

By Violette Berger

The Survey Says...

Every year at Rosh HaShanah (the Jewish New Year),
Michelle Beadle, CJFM missionary (New Orleans),
places free advertisements in local newspapers announc-
ing the availability of our Messianic Jewish Art Calendar.
Thus far, she has received 36 requests for the calendar. Of
those, 34 people voluntarily responded to a telephone sur-
vey that Michelle created to help her understand some-
one’s spiritual condition. As a result, Michelle had the
privilege of sharing the Gospel message with all 34 peo-
ple—praise God. Of those, two Gentile women prayed with
her to receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior. One of the
women even asked Michelle to send her six copies of the
sinner’s prayer, accompanied by a pamphlet explaining the
Gospel message, which she intends to give to each of her
six grandchildren.

Michelle adds, “One of the calendar requests came from a
Latino believer who works in a Los Angeles law firm that
has many Jewish people on staff. Along with a calendar, I
sent him a book on how to witness to Jewish people and a
calendar for each of the Jewish attorneys on staff. I hope
you will join me in praying for this precious worker in Los
Angeles as he reaches out to his coworkers, and for my fol-
low-up conversations with three Jewish people who also
requested the calendar.”

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth,; It
shall not return to Me void, . . .” (Isa. 55:11).

A Perfect Match

CJFM Missionary Richard Toviah (Phoenix) says,
“It’s always a thrilling experience to share the Jew-
ish perspective of God’s Word in churches, as you
never know how or when God is going to touch hearts.”
Recently, while teaching on the Seven Feasts of Israel
at a small church in Payson, Arizona, he spent a lit-
tle more time explaining Passover’s ancient and mod-
ern-day observances. Richard was told that a member of
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the congregation had been bringing “Dorothy,” an unsaved
Jewish woman, to church every Sunday. During the ser-
vice, Richard noticed that she appeared quite interested
and receptive. When he gave an invitation at the end of his
message, Dorothy and a gentleman both prayed with him
to receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Afterward, Dor-
othy told Richard that she had never heard the things he
had shared about Passover. She now understood the Gos-
pel message, and the true significance of Passover. Dorothy
had finally met her Jewish Messiah—Yeshua (Jesus).

On the Road to San Jose

The Lord opened the door for CJFM Missionary Rich-
ard Hill (Las Vegas) and his family to minister in San
Jose, California. During the trip, God provided many oppor-
tunities to share the Good News. In his speaking tour of
churches, Richard taught on the Jewish roots of Christi-
anity. Three people responded to his invitation and prayed
with him to invite Jesus into their hearts.

Richard writes, “One of the pastors and his wife introduced
Oanh and me to their two Jewish friends at lunch after I
had preached at his church. We had a wonderful time get-
ting to know them and sharing Yeshua with them. This pas-
tor and his wife have a great love for the Lord and it shows
in their ministry to all people—but especially to the Jew-
ish people. It is evident that these two Jewish women have
a love for the pastor and his wife as well. In addition, we
also had the privilege of sharing the Gospel of Jesus with
several of Oanh’s nominal Buddhist and Catholic family
members who live in San Jose. Please pray for the salva-
tion of all who heard the Good News of Jesus during our
time on the road.”

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of [Messiah], for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for
the Jew first and also for the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).
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" Answers

By DR. GARY HEDRICK

QUESTION: [A certain prophecy
teacher] is selling a new video about
Barack Obama’s role in Bible prophecy.
I'd like to buy the DVD, but my hus-
band says not to waste the money. Do
you have an opinion on this?

ANSWER: I'm with your husband on
this one. It seems like every time a pol-
itician who’s unpopular with the evan-
gelical Christian community appears on
the political scene, people start “finding”
him in the prophetic Scriptures. In the
1990s, for instance, we heard the claim
from some quarters that the charis-
matic, smooth-talking Bill Clinton was
the Antichrist—particularly when it
looked like he might succeed in mediat-
ing a peace accord in the Middle East.
It’s unfortunate that some groups will do
almost anything to generate revenue by
marketing CDs and DVDs. These prof-
iteers know that sensationalism has a
certain appeal for gullible people, and
they are more than willing to exploit
these poor, unsophisticated folks if it’ll
put a few bucks in their own pocket.

We all know that sensationalism is
a lucrative business. That's why the
supermarket tabloids have a larger cir-
culation than many legitimate news-
papers and magazines. The National
Enquirer, for instance, has been compet-
ing favorably (circulation-wise) for years
with magazines like Time and News-
week. So, it’s evident that many folks
enjoy reading about scandals and sensa-
tionalism—whether the content is true
or not. (Two recent tabloid headlines
were about the Space Shuttle Endeav-
our having a secret rendezvous with a
flying saucer and an 80-year-old woman
giving birth to 18 babies—and both arti-
cles were accompanied by photos!)

Prophetic sensationalism is nothing
new. In the 1930s and ’40s, Hitler
and Mussolini were both identified
as the Antichrist by various crackpot
“experts.” In the late 1940s and early
’50s, Christians were warned (by some
preachers) not to get Social Security
numbers because they would be tak-
ing the dreaded “mark of the beast”
(see Revelation 13:18). In the 1970s,
certain people said the letters in Henry
Kissinger’s name added up to the
numerical value of “666,” which meant
(according to them) that he was the
Antichrist. We could go on and on with
this, but I'm sure you get the idea.

Barack Obama i1s not mentioned in
prophecy. Bill Clinton is not mentioned
in any prophetic passage. Neither is
Henry Kissinger. Any interpretation
that says otherwise is purely specula-
tive and based on dubious—and in some
cases, nonexistent—exegesis.

Sadly, our premillennial camp has its
lunatic fringe—just like the amillen-
nialists and other groups have their’s.
However, let’s not throw the premil-
lennial baby out with the extremist
bath water. The fact that some pro-
phetic teachers are misguided, or may
have less than honorable motives,
does not negate the biblical teaching
of our Lord’s imminent, premillennial
return.

And finally, if you are concerned about
President Obama, pray for him. He
needs it! He’s going to have a full plate
when it’s time to start keeping all of
those campaign promises! Whether
or not we agree with our new presi-
dent politically, we are nonetheless
instructed in God’s Word to give him
the honor that is due to officials who
serve in positions of authority (see
Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:17).
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Continued from page 7

Science, Discovery, and Exploration Medicine

It’s unfortunate that much of the realm of science has Nothing is more heartbreaking than visiting a children’s
fallen under the dominion of secular and Darwinian forces hospital and witnessing first hand the ravages of cancer,
(ust read anything written by Richard Dawkins if you birth defects, and other devastating diseases on precious
have any questions about this). little children. But it’s not just the children who suffer—

we all do. All of us experience the degenerative aging pro-

In reality, most scientific progress during the past 500 years cess that occurs because of Adam’s sin.

or so has been due to the work of scores of Christian think-
ers like Galileo, Pascal, Boyle, and Newton. During the Mil- But again, this will change during the Millennium.
lennium, science will make gigantic leaps forward. Disease will be virtually eradicated and
Mankind will explore not only our world, but lifespans will be greatly increased (see
possibly other worlds (space travel, as we dis- Isaiah 65:20).

cussed earlier). That is why God created us \

with an innate desire to explore and to
learn about our world.

Summing It Up

Make no mistake about it: A
new world is coming! That is
bad news for the evil forces
that have been dominant
up until now—Dbecause they
will be deposed!

This is all part of the dominion man-
date that God gave man in the Gar-
den of Eden (see Genesis 1:26).
Adam was instructed to exer-
cise dominion over the cosmos
and to “subdue” it (see Verse
28). This included harnessing
the forces of nature (electric-
ity, nuclear power, and others)
for the benefit of all mankind.
We have done some of this up
to now; however, our scien-
tific achievements some-
times outstrip our ability
to use them wisely—as in
the case of nuclear power. The
secrets of the atom can be used
to provide electrical power for an
entire city, or they can be used
to build a bomb that can destroy
the same city.

But it is wonderful news
indeed for those of us who
know the Lord and con-
tinue to look for His re-
turn. And until that day
comes, let’s not content our-
selves with merely being an
occupation force. Let’s go on
the offensive, like a mighty
army, taking the Gospel far and
wide “ .. for the Jew first and also
for the [Gentile]” (Rom. 1:16).

Dr. Gary Hedrick
is President of

Scientific inquiry and achievement C .
© iStockphoto.com CJF Ministries.

will be greatly expanded during the coming Kingdom
and its results will be a blessing to all nations.

—— CJF Ministries’
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San Antonio, Texas 78292-0345
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